Village Hall funding request 2016

I would like to apply for funding on behalf of Brassington Village Hall.
This application meets all three of the stated criteria: ‘The need for financial support to achieve an objective which will benefit the Parish by:- 
· Providing a service 
· Enhancing the quality of life 
· Improving the environment, and promoting the Parish of Brassington in a positive way. ‘
The funding we’re applying for will enable us to complete the refurbishment of the Village Hall heating systems.
The Village Hall has clear written aims and objectives, a written constitution, and a separate bank account controlled by more than one signatory, and is regulated by The Charity Commission.
Funding
We received £750 from the Wind Farm Fund in 2014/15 towards the cost of £1600 to replace three of the heaters in the upstairs hall. These are the original heaters dating back to the original installation of the heating system in 1982, and were no longer working. The heating engineer recommended that the remaining three heaters be replaced as they are no longer efficient or effective, and consume more fuel than the modern ones. The new ones can be adjusted individually to provide the correct temperature for each user group, making it more environmentally friendly.
The Village Hall fundraises on a regular basis (as evidenced in the accounts), which goes towards the regular maintenance and improvement of village hall facilities. Fundraising this year will be to replace the floor covering in the lower hall.
Equal opportunities
The hall is a community facility and available to anyone in the community to book. Brassington Village Hall complies with equality and disability legislation, including:
· Provided level access from the road to the ground floor, removing the steps, moving the access gate, providing a safe entrance for pushchairs and wheelchairs
· Provided a ramp to enable disabled users to access the toilets
· Installed a spacious adapted toilet with automatic light, suitable for wheelchair users
· Provided baby-changing facilities
· Giving direct access from the lower room into the kitchen via a lifting counter and gate
The next phase of work will include lift access to the upper hall
Relevance to the Community Plan
The application has direct relevance to the community plan:
· Community Plan 2015: CL2 - To include: consultation with the management bodies of existing facilities; assessment of needs; and development of proposals for new or extended facilities; 
· Community Plan CL6. Develop facilities and activities for and with young people
The Village Hall pursues an Active Youth policy, including relevant safeguarding policies. Children and young people’s groups meeting in the upstairs room include:
· Mini-monkeys (mums and tots)
· Brassington Pre-school
· 1st Brassington Brownies
· 1st Brassington Guides
· Children’s birthday parties
· Brassington Village School plays and events
Other groups using the building include:
· Brassington Parish Council
· Brassington Over 60’s
· Winter netball practice
· Tai Kwon Do
· Brassington Wakes events including the Village Quiz and Jumble Trail
· Brassington Antiques Fair
· Voting in elections, local and national
A fully functioning heating system will allow all of these to function properly and safely. The majority of those using the Village Hall live and/or work in the Brassington Parish area.
Attachments
I enclose:
· A copy of the accounts for 2014/15
· The application form

June Baldwin
Treasurer Brassington Village Hall
31st March 2016
