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Brassington Parish Council 
Chair of the Council: Cllr Andrew Mason  Parish Clerk: Brenda Kirkham 

7 Ashes Lane, Fenny Bentley, Ashbourne DE6 1LD 
Telephone: Email: brassingtonclerk@gmail.com Tel: 07916 298107 

 
Unapproved Minutes of the Brassington Parish Council Annual Meeting held on 

Tuesday 2 February 2016 at 7.00 pm in Brassington Village Hall. 
 
Present: Cllrs Mason (Chair), Allsop, Bateman, Crosby, Field, Hampson and Lansley.  Cllr I 
Ratcliffe (DCC); Mr S Radford representing Griffe Grange Wind Farm and 7 members of the 
public.  Clerk: Mrs B Kirkham  

Minute 
No 

 
Item 

 
Action 

2/16/1 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Lewis Rose (DDDC) 
Variation to the Order of Business 
There was no variation to the order of business. 

 

2/16/2 Declaration of Interests 
Cllrs Mason and Field declared an interest in an item under Clerk’s 
Correspondence.  Cllr Hampson also declared an interest in 2/16/9a). 

 

2/16/3 Public Speaking 
Mr Radford from Griffe Grange Wind Farm addressed the meeting and 
explained that they had submitted an option to reduce from the original 5 to 3 
removing the 2 turbines closest to Ible; the company had listened to public 
opinion.  The appeal has been validated and is awaiting a final date.  The 
company are committed to working with the Parish Council, the Recreation 
Trust and the local community, £300,000 is still being offered.  Further 
information can be found at www.griffegrangewindfarm.co.uk in due course the 
site will also link to the appeal on the planning inspectorate website. 
Two members of the public commented on the large rise in the precept, 
questions included: what would the increased precept fund? Could grants be 
obtained for work on the play area? Was the Council aware of parish 
boundaries? 
Cllr Ratcliffe thanked the Parish Council for the report on the highway issues 
which had been received.  Cllr Ratcliffe supported the Council in the precept 
increase and felt the Council worked well together with a good mix of skills, the 
precept situation had been discussed and debated thoroughly. 
A request for financial help was received from the Football Club and Recreation 
Ground to help with purchase of a mower. 

 
 

2/16/4 Approval and Ratification of the previous Minutes  
The Council resolved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on 
the 12 January 2016. 

 

2/16/5 Planning 
16/00020/AGR - Agricultural Prior Notification - Erection of storage building for 
fodder and machinery - Wall Lands, Ashbourne Road, Brassington this item 
was for information only. 
The Clerk was asked to invite a planning officer to the next meeting to explain 
the District Council’s planning process.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

2/16/6 DCC Highway Matters 
A report on highway issues had been submitted to the County Council details 
had been published on Social Media. 

 
 
 

2/16/7 Clerk’s Report and Correspondence 
An email from the prospective owner of land adjoining the recreation ground 
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stating that when the recreation ground had been sold to the Parish Council the 
boundary fence had been erected in the wrong place.  It was agreed that this 
matter would be an agenda item at the next meeting, a site visit would be 
arranged, Cllr Allsop to contact Greenhatch. Clerk to respond to owner and 
state that the Council would try to resolve the matter as swiftly as possible. 

 
 
 
JA 
Clerk 

2/16/8 Parish Community Plan Update 
a) General Update  

Clerk to email all Community Plan groups and ask them not to apply for 
funding to companies and external organisations before first contacting 
the Parish Council, this was to ensure a co-ordinated approach to 
obtaining funding and avoid groups competing for available funds. 

b) Communication Group 
The first edition of the Brassington Banter would be out in March, the 
Council needed to be aware of future publishing deadlines. 

c) Local Environment Group 
The group was hoping to move forward with the Village Pond work and 
would be applying for funds from the Carsington Wind Farm money.  
Draft village design statement has been completed this will go to the 
District Council and then the Parish Council.  Maintenance around the 
village had been discussed by the group, it was felt that the handyman 
was doing a good job and a letter of appreciation was to be sent.  Cllr 
Crosby was unable to attend the next meeting, Cllr Hampson agreed to 
go in his absence. 

d) Community Facilities Group 
The group was moving forward slowly, currently matching facilities with 
activities. 

e) Housing Development Group 
Postcards had been delivered and it was hoped to have the results of the 
survey in time for the next Parish Council meeting. 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 
 
CH 

2/16/9 Parish Matters and Maintenance 
a) Land Registry 

The Council resolved to purchase the necessary maps, pay registration 
fees and resolved to go ahead as soon as possible. Cllr Ratcliffe had 
offered financial support up to £300. 

b) Wirksworth Dale Bridleway Link 
No further news at present, Cllr Ratcliffe to follow up. 

c) Village Noise 
It was felt that the noise level had dropped, however it was difficult to 
assess with the recent high winds. Cllr Mason to monitor the situation. 

d) Christmas Tree 
Clerk to write to Ann Barry/June Baldwin and state that the Parish 
Council would be responsible for the removal and replacement of the 
Christmas Tree every 10 years. 

e) Recreation Ground 
New charging structure had been agreed; this was now on the village 
website, social media and would be in the Brassington Banter, signs 
were to be erected giving details of the charges and also asking people 
not to smoke around the MUGA.  The Council resolved to place large 
rocks around the entrance off Green View. 

f) Grit Bins 
The County Council provided one free fill of the DCC yellow bins each 
year.  Discussion took place about the location of grit bins and whether it 
was necessary to purchase another bin.  It was agreed to discuss this 
further at the next meeting. 

 
 
 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
AM 
 
 
Clerk 
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2/16/10 Approval of Council Policies 
a) Public Speaking 

The Council agreed to accept the Public Speaking Policy as circulated 
this would be published on the village website and social media. 

b) Communications 
The Council agreed to accept the Communications Policy as circulated 
this would be published on the village website and social media. 

 

2/16/11 Precept Communications Lessons Learnt 
Councillors agreed that in future official communications need to be circulated in 
a timely and controlled manner to prevent avoidable concern among residents.  
It was agreed that the financial position would be discussed in open session but 
the decision would be made in a closed session. 

 

2/16/12 
 

Finance & Administration 
a) Precept 15/16 

The precept request had now been submitted to the District Council. 
b) Current Financial Statement 

The Parish Council funds had now been transferred to Unity Trust Bank, 
which showed a balance of £6,500.33. 

c) Authorisation and payment of cheques 
The Council resolved to make the following payments totalling £391.91 

Clerk's Salary 382.75 

Clerk's Expenses  9.16 

The Council agreed that Cllr Allsop should submit his invoice for work on 
footpaths 16 and 17 around the village, the Council resolved to pay this 
invoice only if the claim on the footpath maintenance grant is successful. 

d) Training 
This matter was deferred until the next meeting. 

e) Review of Spending 
This matter was deferred until the next meeting. 

f) Carsington Wind Farm Fund 
The Council agreed that the Clerk should write to the groups who 
received funding from last year’s fund to ask if the money had been 
spent, this information to go in the next edition Brassington Banter.  A 
condition of some of the grants had been that the money should be spent 
within 12 months; the Clerk was to check the situation.    
The Council resolved to accept a quote for £536 for work on the 
equipment at the play area, this would be paid from the Fund and 
remainder of the allocation (£864) would be spent on keeping equipment 
usable. 

g) Finance Working Group 
The group made up of Cllrs Mason, Hampson, Crosby and Clerk agreed 
to meet before the next meeting. 

h) Derbyshire Dales District Council Community Fund 
Cllr Rose had asked that the parish be made aware of the ‘District 
Council’s Community Fund’ whereby by each ward member has an 
allocation of £1,000 to help local projects.  Applications should be sent to 
Cllr Rose. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JA 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PB 
 
 
AM/CH 
MC 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 

2/16/13 Date of Next Meeting 
Tuesday 1 March 2016 at 7.00 pm in Brassington Village Hall.  Agenda items to 
the Clerk by Thursday 18 February 2016.  The meeting closed at 9.05 pm 

 
 
 

 
 

 Signed ……………………………………………  1 March 2016 


