1st Brassington Guides funding request 2016

I would like to apply for funding on behalf of the newly formed 1st Brassington Guides, which was registered with Girlguiding in February 2016 and meets for the first time on 11th April. 
This application meets all three of the stated criteria: ‘The need for financial support to achieve an objective which will benefit the Parish by:- 
· Providing a service 
· Enhancing the quality of life 
· Improving the environment, and promoting the Parish of Brassington in a positive way. ‘
The funding we’re applying for will enable the Guide Unit to get started, and offer the girls a varied programme.
Girlguiding
Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls and young women in the UK. We are active in every part of the UK, giving girls and young women a space where they can be themselves, have fun, build brilliant friendships, gain valuable life skills and make a positive difference to their lives and their communities. We build girls’ confidence and raise their aspirations. We give them the chance to discover their full potential and encourage them to be a powerful force for good. 'Girlguiding' is an operating name of The Guide Association which is incorporated/governed by Royal Charter, and a registered charity (number 306016). Our constitution is contained in the Guiding Manual on: http://guidingmanual.guk.org.uk/useful_links/site_map.aspx 
The aim of Girlguiding is to help girls and young women develop emotionally, mentally, physically and spiritually, so that they can make a positive contribution to their community and the wider world. The Guiding method includes:
· working together in small groups;
· encouraging self-government and decision making;
· a balanced and varied programme; 
· caring for the individual; and
· sharing a commitment to a common standard.
Guides are girls aged 10 to 14 who are given the chance to explore their individual skills and abilities and try out new challenges as part of a team. Girls can get involved in anything from adventure sports to performing arts, travel and taking part in community action projects. Youth membership of Girlguiding is limited to girls.
Girls work in small groups (Patrols) to develop their own programme based on:
· discovery of new experiences and challenges
· healthy lifestyles
· global awareness
· skills and relationships
· celebrating diversity
Health and wellbeing are a strong focus, including healthy eating, promoting good mental health, encouraging fitness, walking, camping, and active play.  Guiding is accessible to girls of all communities, abilities and needs.  
Guides work towards making a promise which is:
I promise that I will do my best:
To be true to myself and develop my beliefs,
To serve the Queen and my community,
To help other people, and
To keep the Guide Law.

1st Brassington Guides
We have been struggling to give Brownies the opportunity to go on to Guides, as there are no spaces, and have had to keep them until 11, even though they can join Guides at 10. In recent years we have only managed to get 2 girls into Cromford, and 3 into 1st Ashbourne, despite putting most on the waiting list at 7. One girl was 100th on the waiting list, so her mother volunteered to help as a leader to get her a place. Ashbourne District has 59 girls aged 10 or over waiting to join Guides, and  some of our ex-Brownies are getting offers of places at 12 and 13. There are no Guide Units closer than Cromford, Ashbourne, Buxton or Matlock. Previously there have been Guide Units at Parwich and Hartington, which closed because of a lack of volunteer leaders, so girls in our area have little choice.
We have a high proportion of Brownies from the parish. Out of a total of 29 Brownies, we currently have 11 (38%) from Brassington parish, with another 7 that we know of due to join in the next couple of years. Other Brownies come from Kniveton, Parwich, Hognaston, Kirk Ireton, Hulland, and Hopton.  We are starting with 6 Guides, but have 34 on our waiting to transfer list who will be joining over the next couple of years. The benefit to the rest of the Parish will be through the Community Action part of the programme, the strong focus on giving service to the community, and opportunities for local people to be leaders and activity instructors. Girls aged 14-18 can be Young Leaders, and we already have interest in this. The Guides will also be working with the Brownie Pack, and learning leadership skills.
The Guide unit will be staffed by the four volunteers who currently lead Brassington Brownies, and will meet after Brownies. The leaders have to undergo further training, which we are doing now. Leader training includes safeguarding, child development, the guide programme, the ‘going away with’ scheme, first aid and health, and risk assessment.
We will be providing service to the community and enhancing the environment through support for activities such as Open Gardens, improving the environment by adopting and maintaining flowerbeds and tubs in the cemetery and at the Village Hall. We will also be part of the Kew Gardens ‘Grow Wild ‘project, to help enhance the local environment, and will be planting bulbs this autumn. Guides and Brownies also get involved in planting and maintaining hedges, and litter collection.
The leaders are experienced campers, and will be taking the girls camping regularly, exploring the countryside and developing new skills and independence through activities such as geocaching and orienteering, bat walks, campfires etc. Next year we want to take the Guides to a big international camp in Lincoln, Poacher 2017. 
We are taking the girls to Birmingham science museum in July for a space-themed day, and intend to take part in our local district and county events, and will proudly promote Brassington. We have been given an old Guide flag, and we will be taking part in Remembrance Day events etc. 
We certainly pursue an active youth policy, as our members will be girls aged 10-14, and we will actively recruit from the parish, giving local girls priority for Guide places, as we do for Brownies.
For more information about Guides, see our web pages on the Village Website on: http://www.brassingtonvillage.org/brassington-guides  and the national Girlguiding website on: http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/home.aspx 
Funding
We have never applied to the Parish Council for a grant before.
· We intend to apply to organisations such as the Big Lottery Fund for support with further equipment  such as camping equipment 
· Our local Trefoil Guild will provide some Girlguiding publications
· We can apply to Girlguiding for help with the first terms rent
· The Guides will be fundraising for some items 
· 1st Brassington Brownies have been given a grant of £265 to contribute towards the cost of the storage cupboard, which we have taken into account in the request.
We have applied for a Community Plus bank account with the Co-operative Bank, which should be opened soon, which will have 4 possible signatories, any 2 of which have to sign any cheques. Bank account details will be provided as soon as the account is activated.
NB If successful, we would be unable to purchase the items before receiving the grant, as the group has no reserves - it is only just starting and has no money.
Relevance to the Community Plan
The application has direct relevance to the community plan:
· Community Plan 2015: CL5. Support and improve facilities and services for children: Development of additional after-school provision (additional to Brownies), Develop community project involving the Brownies   
· Community Plan CL6. Develop facilities and activities for and with young people: Consider results of young people’s survey/undertake further discussions re: possible activities
The Young People’s Survey identified that young people in the village would: 
· like more educational opportunities 
· be interested in organised trips
· like to have a youth club
We will be offering all of these.
Attachments
I enclose:
· Girlguiding’s Equality and Diversity policy
· Details of the funding requested
I am unable to attach last year’s accounts as the unit is only just starting in April 2016, therefore has no accounts for last year.
I have no idea if this is a Hero project as I’m not clear what this is.
Wendy Slater, 1st Brassington Guides Leader		27th March 2016
