1st Brassington Brownies funding request 2017

I would like to apply for funding on behalf of 1st Brassington Brownies, which has been in operation for 33 years, and has never had any funding via the Parish Council. This application meets all three of the stated criteria: ‘The need for financial support to achieve an objective which will benefit the Parish by:- 
· Providing a service 
· Enhancing the quality of life 
· Improving the environment, and promoting the Parish of Brassington in a positive way. ‘
The funding we’re applying for will enable the Brownie Unit to offer the girls a varied programme.
Girlguiding
The aim of Girlguiding is to help girls and young women develop emotionally, mentally, physically and spiritually, so that they can make a positive contribution to their community and the wider world. The Guiding method includes:
· working together in small groups;
· encouraging self-government and decision making;
· a balanced and varied programme; 
· caring for the individual; and
· sharing a commitment to a common standard.
Girlguiding is the leading charity for girls and young women in the UK. We are active in every part of the UK, giving girls and young women a space where they can be themselves, have fun, build brilliant friendships, gain valuable life skills and make a positive difference to their lives and their communities. 'Girlguiding' is an operating name of The Guide Association which is incorporated/governed by Royal Charter, and a registered charity (number 306016). Our constitution is contained in the Guiding Manual on: http://guidingmanual.guk.org.uk/useful_links/site_map.aspx 
Brownies are girls aged 7 to 10 who are given the chance to explore their individual skills and abilities and try out new challenges as part of a team. Girls can get involved in anything from adventure sports to performing arts, travel and taking part in community action projects. Youth membership of Girlguiding is limited to girls. Girls work in small groups (Sixes) to develop their own programme based on: You, Community, and the World. Guiding is accessible to girls of all communities, abilities and needs.  
Brownies make a promise which is: I promise that I will do my best: To be true to myself and develop my beliefs, To serve the Queen and my community, To help other people, and to keep the Brownie Guide Law.

1st Brassington Brownies
There are no other Brownie Units closer than Cromford, Ashbourne, Buxton or Matlock, and our Unit usually has close to 30 Brownies. The benefit to the Parish will be through the Community part of the programme, the strong focus on giving service to the community, and opportunities for local people to be leaders and activity instructors. Girls aged 14-18 can be Young  Leaders, and we regularly have these. The Brownie unit is staffed by four adult volunteers who also lead Brassington Guides. The leaders are trained in safeguarding, child development, the Brownie programme, the ‘going away with’ scheme, first aid and health, and risk assessment. We have maintained flowerbeds and tubs in the cemetery and at the Village Hall. We were also part of the Kew Gardens ‘Grow Wild ‘project last year, to help enhance the local environment, and planted bulbs. Guides and Brownies also get involved in planting and maintaining hedges, and litter collection. We visit the Church, and walk through the village regularly.
The leaders are experienced campers, and take the girls camping regularly, exploring the countryside and developing new skills and independence through activities such as walks, campfires etc. We already have a Pack Holiday planned in September in Darley Dale.
We took the girls to Birmingham science museum in July for a space-themed day, camped in Hulland, will take part in our local district and county events, and will proudly promote Brassington. For more information about Brownies, see our web pages on the Village Website on: http://www.brassingtonvillage.org/brassington-brownies  and the national Girlguiding website. 
Relevance to the Community Plan
The application has direct relevance to the community plan:
· Community Plan 2015: CL5. Support and improve facilities and services for children: Development of additional after-school provision. Develop community projects involving the Brownies   
· Community Plan CL6. Develop facilities and activities for and with young people: Consider results of young people’s survey/undertake further discussions re: possible activities
The Young People’s Survey identified that young people in the village would: 
· like more educational opportunities 
· be interested in organised trips
· like to have a youth club
We offer all of these.
Funding
We have a Community Plus bank account with the Co-operative Bank, with 3 signatories, any 2 of which have to sign any cheques. We have never had any funding from the Parish Council, and would like to apply for funding for:
· A netball post and net set for £35
· Replace our  worn out 20ft.play parachute £54
· 2  65cm Fitness balls £24
· Set of 12 juggling scarves £8.62
· Juggling kit £29.51
· Pack of 5 wooden handled skipping ropes £8.37
· 7m long double Dutch rope £10.90
· 12 pairs cheerleading pom poms £62.78
· Take the Brownies Ice-skating at a Girlguiding event £126
· Hire Pax Hoh campsite for an overnight camp £104
· Brassington Brownies banner £18
Total:  £481.18

Attachments
I enclose:
· Girlguiding’s Equality and Diversity policy

Wendy Slater, 1st Brassington Brownies Leader		
18th June 2017
