Brassington Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Mrs Brenda Kirkham

7 Ashes Lane, Fenny Bentley, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1LD

BPCClerk@outlook.com
Unapproved Minutes of a meeting of Brassington Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 6 December 2016 at 7 pm in Brassington Village Hall
Present:
Cllr Smith (Chair); Allsop; Bateman; Brown; Cllr I Ratcliffe (DCC)

Two members of the public. Mrs B Kirkham (Clerk)
	No
	Item
	Action

	12/16/1
	Apologies

Were received from Cllrs Crosby, Field and Lansley and Cllr L Rose (DDDC)
	

	12/16/2
	Declaration of Interests

There were no declarations of interest in any items on the agenda.
	

	12/16/3
	Public Speaking
Cllr Ratcliffe reported that the County Council would be introducing a ‘demand responsive transport’ system which will be piloted in Brassington/ Ashbourne/Wirksworth and some surrounding villages.  The contract had gone to community transport and will commence on the 13 February.
Cllr Ratcliffe reported that Brassington village would be part of the 20 mile per hour pilot project; this had been granted largely due to the information in the community.  The Council welcomed this and thanked Cllr Ratcliffe for her work on this matter. 
Cllr Ratcliffe agreed to look into the issue of the adoption of the area of road on Green View, but did state that it was difficult for the County Council to agree to adopt a road unless it was brought up to standard.

Cllr Ratcliffe had attended the launch of the Environment Group and asked about the progress with regard to registering Parish Council land.  Cllr Ratcliffe requested that if there was money remaining after the registration process then this should be used for the implementation of the community plan.
It was hoped that the Wirksworth Dale project would go ahead shortly, as an officer has been appointed to lead the project and the design has been done.

Mr Jackson expressed his thanks to Cllr Ratcliffe for her work on the 20 mile pilot and on the Wirksworth Dale.
	

	12/16/4
	Approval & ratification of the Minutes of the previous meeting
The Council resolved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 1 November 2016 as a true record of that meeting.  
	

	12/16/5
	Planning 
a) Planning Appeal by Mr & Mrs J & D Allsop - Land between Flakes Barn and The Cemetery, West End, Brassington - 16/00088/OUT
Two members declared an interest in this item, this meant that the remaining Council were inquorate and unable to comment on this item.
b) Other urgent planning matters - 16/00602/FUL | Erection of agricultural building | Land Adjacent Telephone Exchange Manystones Lane Brassington Derbyshire – The Council wished to object to this application for the following reasons: a) the application is out of character; b) it is not constructed in stone as are other neighbouring buildings; c) it is too tall.
c) Other urgent planning matters – the Griffe Grange Appeal had now been dismissed.
	Clerk

	12/16/6
	Clerk’s Report & Correspondence

Letters of thanks had been received from the Parochial Church Council and the Brassington Friends of Forces Ladies Committee of the British Legion for the receipt of Carsington Wind Farm Grants. 

An anonymous letter regarding development at Fairview Cottage was read to the Council, this was a copy of a letter which had been sent to the District Council.

Information regarding the installation of a proposed base station on land at Sycamore Farm was noted. Cllr Allsop suggested a small on the outside of the Church tower.
An email had been received from a resident suggesting that the parking problems in the village were caused by the holiday cottage occupants.

Clerk to send a letter to Brassington School to ask them to cut their hedge. 
	Clerk

	12/16/7
	Parish Community Plan Update
a) Communication Group
Nothing to report at present.

b) Local Environment Group
Cllr Brown and Roger Jackson reported back from the launch meeting; Pat Horrocks appointed Chair; Roger Jackson as secretary. The litter pick had gone ahead and another was planned for the spring.  An update on the village pond work was given.
It was hoped that the draft Village Design Guide would be brought to the Parish Council shortly, once approved by the Council it would then be open for public consultation.  Longcliffe Quarry had agreed to cover printing costs.  The group were looking into how the Longcliffe area could be improved.  The Group may be able to help with the village well project in the future, although they are very busy with other projects at present.
c) Community Facilities Group
Nothing to report at present.
d) Housing Development Group

Nothing to report at present, but it was hoped that a meeting would be held shortly,
	

	12/16/8
	Parish Matters & Maintenance
a) Land Registry Update
Cllr Smith was waiting for a response from the Land Registry.
b) Footpath Maintenance Agreement
Nether Lane footpath 23 at Hollybush was very overgrown, Clerk to contact landowner.

The Council agreed to work being carried out on footpath 18 and work clearing vegetation around the foot bridge on the junction of 18 and 22.  Cllr Allsop to do the work and invoice the Council accordingly.

c) Play Area
Nothing to report at present. A seesaw had been offered from Bradbourne Parish Council, this was to be offered to the School, Cllr Bateman to speak to the School and then inform Cllr Allsop.
d) Cemetery & Village Maintenance
Cllr Smith had inspected the garden maintenance work carried out in the cemetery and reported that moss was growing on the tarmac and that part of the wall was starting to collapse.  The Council agreed to pay £400 towards for the annual maintenance of the garden area of the cemetery and up to £100 for a small repair to the wall. The Clerk reported that the District Council had agreed to a rate rebate and a refund should be received in due course.
e) Parking – Village Well/The Gate Inn area, Well Street
The problem of village parking was discussed.  The Clerk was asked to contact the District Council to query the payment of £7,500 as a condition of a previous planning application for a property opposite Council Square.  
f) Japanese Knotweed
No further action at present.

g) Village Christmas Tree
The Parochial Church Council was agreeable in principle to the Parish Council decorating a holly tree, but they would really prefer a real Christmas tree to be decorated in the future.
h) Pothole on Green View
Discussion took place on the ownership of the Green View road leading into the Recreation Ground.  Cllr Smith agreed to contact Cllr Lewis Rose regarding this matter.
i) Removal of Telephone Box
The Council strongly objected to the removal of the telephone box as there was no mobile phone signal in the village this was the only telephone available to visitors.
	Clerk
JA
PB/JA
Clerk
RS
Clerk

	12/16/9
	Finance & Administration 
a) Current Financial Statement & Budget for 2017/18
Budget figures for the last 3 years were distributed to Councillors.  The balance in the account was £16,132.27 including reserved funds.  Authorisation and payment of invoices
The Council approved the following payments £1,413.92
G Griffiths

285.00

Brassington Village Hall

151.50

Came & Co

361.98

M Heald

221.00

Clerk's Salary 

223.77

Clerk's Expenses

12.57

NEST Pension 

33.10

DALC (CILCA)

125.00

b) Storage & Retention of Parish Council records

Cllr Allsop was able to offer storage in one of his buildings, the Council agreed to accept this offer at a cost of £20 per year.  The Council also agreed that the Clerk should purchase a second hand filing cabinet when the storage was available.

c) Parish Council Website
The Council resolved to go ahead and apply for transparency funding to cover the cost of setting up a new website.  The Council also agreed that they would pay the £200 hosting cost once the initial funding had run out.
	Clerk

JA

Clerk

Clerk



	11/16/13
	Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday 10 January 2017 at 7 pm in the Brassington Village Hall.
	


Signed ……………………………………… 10 January 2017
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