


Brassington Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Lesley Brown
Holly Cottage, Well Street, Brassington DE4 4HJ
	brassingtonclerk@gmail.com	
Minutes of a meeting of Brassington Parish Council held on
Tuesday 4th February 2025 at 7pm in Brassington Village Hall
Present:	 Cllrs: Hedger (Chair); Heath (Vice Chair); Rippon; Wain; Maier.
                       Lesley Brown (Clerk)                1 member of the public.   
	No
	Item

	2/25/1
	Apologies
Received from Cllr Pope

	2/25/2
	Declaration of Interests                                               None

	2/25/3
	Resignation of Councillor and Vacancy Resulting
Pat Carlin has relocated to Cornwall and therefore had to resign. He was a very active councillor and always alert to events in the village. Cllr Hedger expressed thanks to Mr Carlin, on behalf of BPC, for his work.
There now exists a vacancy, which has been advertised on the Noticeboards and the Parish Council Website. The Clerk will also notify residents of the vacancy and what it involves in the forthcoming PC report in Brasson Banter.

	2/25/4
	Public Speaking
Mr Brian Holland had recently sent an email expressing his concern about the lack of mobile coverage in the village and he attended the meeting to support his problem in person. Having recently been connected to the full fibre network, he now has to rely on a digital phone network and is worried about the lack of back up in the event of an emergency.
Cllr Heath explained that BPC has tried for several years to get a mast installed, but has met with repeated problems, not the least of which is that the most suitable locations fall within a conservation area. It was suggested that the problem now be escalated to DCC and DDDC. 

	2/25/5
	Approval & Ratification of the Minutes of the previous meeting
The January meeting was cancelled due to bad weather. The Council resolved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, held on 3rd December 2024, as a true record of that meeting. Proposer; Cllr Wain. Seconder; Cllr Maier.

	2/25/6
	Finance & Administration 
A    Current Financial Statement
The total in Unity Trust Current A/C as at 31st January 2025 was £31,703.74 including reserved funds.
The total in Unity Trust Savings A/C (Play Area) as at 31st January 2025 was £5,677.08.
B     Authorisation and Payment of Invoices
The following payments were approved
	Clerk Salary
	622.53

	Clerk phone,Internet (Nov. – Jan incl.) 
	  36.00

	DDDC Play Area Rent
	    1.00

	B&M Waste (D/D)
	  70.80

	ICO renewal (reimburse Clerk)
	  40.00

	Handyman
	120.00

	Jepsons Funeral refund 
	100.00

	TOTAL
	990.33


C     Handyman Payrise
It was agreed that the handyman’s pay should increase from £14 to £15 per hour. Fuel to be charged as used.
D     Allotments Wind farm Grant Application
An application was received for a grant to pay for a shed in which to store the ride-on tractor, the purchase of which a grant was recently awarded. The decision was made to delay a decision until the end on April when the remaining grant money can be assessed.

	2/25/7
	Planning                                    No new applications received

	2/25/8    
	Clerk’s Report & Correspondence
Reports have been made about trees sprouting on the verges going up towards
Longcliffe which will become a problem if left to grow. Also trees on the left side of the 
cemetery need to be cleared. Councillors agreed to meet on Sunday to carry out the
work. The Handyman has started tidying the upper part of the cemetery. 
Lorries coming through the village are causing concern. Closures on the Via Gellia have
Increased the amount of heavy vehicles along Town Street and along Manystones 
Lane, where the road surface is now in a very poor state.
The tree overhanging the road at the right turn onto Manystones Lane is limiting 
visibility. It is growing on BT land and efforts will be made to get them to cut it back. 

	2/25/9
	Parish Matters & Maintenance
A    Footpath Gate
A member of the public queried the state of the wooden footpath gate on Well Street. It is the responsibility of the owner of a field to maintain gates, but as the large steel gate remains open, access is not affected.       
B    Play Area – Work update and current condition. Land Ownership
The Clerk spoke with Peak Playgrounds on 18th December in an attempt to clarify the situation with work completed and pending. An update was promised, but has not materialised. Solicitors acting for BPC are continuing to pursue DDDC to achieve  some progress in the takeover of land ownership.  
C    SIDS Update
The 28 day statutary notice affixed to the pole expired on February 3rd. Cllr Heath will phone Steve Allcock for information on what is to happen next.
D    Council Grit Bins and Supply
Cllr Rippon reported that, during the recent very cold weather, Greenway had insufficient grit to make the roads safe. The Clerk was asked to enquire whether DDDC will supply a grit bin and grit to be placed outside the Play Area on Meadow Rise.
E    Christmas Lights & Removal of Barrel on Greenway
Cllrs Wain and Maier carried out the work involved. Thanks were expressed to Roy and Jane Smith who kindly provide electricity for the lights every Christmas. It was agreed that the June Agenda should include an item concerning preparations and decorations for the following Christmas.   
F     Cemetery Reservations
The Clerk asked whether purchase of reserved plots should continue to be allowed as  available spaces are decreasing. It was unanimously agreed that reservations should 
continue.
G     Ash tree on Kiln Croft Allotments is causing concern as it is covered in ivy and apparently not in healthy condition. BPC was asked to take action, but as the tree is growing on allotment land, it remains their responsibility. It was suggested that the ivy should be cut back to prevent the situation worsening.
H     Defibrillator Checks
Following the resignation of Pat Carlin, Cllr wain offered to take over regular checks on the defibrillator at the Recreation Ground. 
I      Dog Fouling 
The area particularly affected on this occasion is Greenway, but the problem continues throughout the village. The Clerk agreed to repeat the need for owners to act responsibly by clearing up after their dog, in the next Banter Parish Council report. 

	
	
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 4th March 2025 at 7pm in Brassington Village
                                      Hall.
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