


Brassington Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Lesley Brown
Holly Cottage, Well Street, Brassington, DE4 4HJ
brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

 Minutes of a meeting of Brassington Parish Council held on 
Monday December 11th 2023 at 7.00 pm in Brassington Village Hall.

Present:   Cllr Hedger (Chair); Cllrs: Wain; Rippon; Maier; Heath. 
                 Lesley Brown (Clerk).  2 members of the public.

	No
	Item

	12/23/1
	Apologies
Received from Cllr Pope and Cllr Carlin

	12/23/2
	Declaration of Interests
None

	12/23/3
	Public Speaking
The landlord of the Miners Arms, Mr Trevor Howis informed councillors that the pub is collecting funds for the Play Area renovation and maintenance. It was agreed that funds collected would be forwarded to the Clerk for payment into a Unity Trust Savings Account set up for the purpose. Thanks were given for his interest. 

	12/23/4
	Approval & ratification of the Minutes of the previous meeting
The Council resolved to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 7th November 2023 as a true record of that meeting. Proposer Cllr Wain, Seconder Cllr Rippon.

	12/23/5
	Finance and Administration
a)   Current Financial Statement
The balance in the account as at November 21st 2023 was £42,450.25 including reserved funds.
b)   Authorisation and payment of invoices
The Council resolved to make the following payments totalling £1,594.69
	Handyman  
	     375.00

	Clerk Salary + back pay increase
	     841.91

	Peak Waste November (Direct Debit)
	       49.20    

	John Heath (reimburse)
	       17.99

	Debbie Wain (reimburse)
	       17.00

	Pat Carlin (reimburse)
	       49.99

	Lester Lowe (Road salt,Postcrete)
	     243.69

	Total     
	  1,594.69   



c)    Budget Review
A Budget Monitorimg Spreadsheet was presented to councillors, showing Income and Expenditure up to December 2023.
d)    Precept
As a result of the Budget review, it was agreed that there should be no increase in the Precept, which will therefore remain at £17,160 for 2024.   
e)    Insurance Renewal
The 3 year contract with BHIB concludes on January 11th 2024. Due to an increase in the premium, from £315.22 in January 2023 to £382.42 for January 2024, it was decided that BPC would accept the quote of £300 given by Zurich.
 

	12/23/6
	Planning
a)   Pre-Planning Application Notification from Brassington Community Heating Project was sent to councillors for information.
b)     23/01244/FUL – Proposed replacement of central heating oil boiler with an air source heat pump. Lathkill House, Green View, Brassington. No objection
c)     23/01271/FUL – Construction of 4.3 megawatt solar farm at Hoben International Ltd, Manystones Lane, Brassington.
While Brassington Parish Council appreciate the need for cost cutting, opinions were divided regarding the scale and unsightly aspect that would result from this application. 2 councillors therefore objected, 3 other councillors were in agreement, but would much prefer wind turbines.

	12/23/7
	Clerk’s Report & Correspondence
The Brasson Banter article regarding the Play Area produced one e mail response.
Other fund raising activities were mentioned. A Unity Trust Savings account will be set up and opened with a £500 donation from BPC. All funds raised will be put into the account for the sole purpose of funding ongoing maintenance. 
The red telephone box at Longcliffe is thought to have been adopted by BPC a few years ago. The Clerk was asked to contact David Massey for more details.

	12/23/8
	Parish Matters & Maintenance
a)     Property Damage at West End
Repeated damage to property is being caused by delivery vans and lorries trying to access Hillside Lane. This has been discussed at PC meetings before and is no longer a matter with which the PC can help.
b)     Dog Fouling Incident
Evidence of a dog owner removing dog waste and throwing it into the hedge was supplied. The Clerk was asked to report this to DDDC as this was not an isolated incident.
c)     Longcliffe Meeting
Cllrs Wain and Rippon attended the Longcliffe Liaison Meeting on November 22nd.
d)     Cemetery Topsoil
Several grave plots in the cemetery have sunk below an acceptable level. Topsoil is needed to raise the surfaces to their original state. Cllr Maier agreed to provide the topsoil and the handyman will be asked to carry out the necessary work.
e)     2nd Christmas Tree/Future Decorations
It was agreed that there will be 2 Christmas trees and additional decorations provided for December 2024.
f)      Play Area Land Purchase 
Due to the volume of documents concerning the purchase of the Play Area land from DDDC, the solicitors handling the transaction are charging £1,000 + VAT to deal with the matter.

	                  Date of next Meeting – There will be no Parish Council Meeting in January 
                  2024, unless an item occurs. which requires urgent attention. The Clerk will 
                  Confirm this by 21st December.
                  Brassington Parish Council will meet again on Tuesday February 6th 2024  
                  at 7pm in Brassington Village Hall.





2
