


Brassington Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Lesley Brown
Holly Cottage, Well Street, Brassington, DE4 4HJ
brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

 Minutes of a meeting of Brassington Parish Council held on 
Wednesday March 2nd 2022 at 7.00 pm in Brassington Village Hall

Present:	Cllr Hedger (Chair) Cllr Heath (Vice Chair) Cllrs: Wain; Pope; Carlin. Cllr Dermot Murphy County Cllr Wirksworth Division)
                      Lesley Brown (Clerk)    2 members of the public.
                      
	No
	Item

	3/22/1
	Apologies
Received from Cllr Rippon. Cllr Maier did not attend.

	3/22/2
	Declaration of Interests
Cllr Carlin declared an interest in the Jubilee Grant application for the Village Green project (item 3/22/5g)

	3/22/3
	Public Speaking
The new landlord of The Miners’ Arms pub spoke of his proposals relating to parking and a village shop. Regarding the former, he suggested that the field behind The Old Gate pub could be converted into a car park for use by holiday let occupants, walkers and people visiting both village pubs. He asked if the Parish Council could contact the Old Gate brewery, which owns the land, and enquire whether this would be acceptable. The second proposal concerned the opening of a village shop. The Parish Council was asked if they would consider funding this as a non profit making concern.  
Bridget Bateman wished to express concern about communication between BPC and village residents. As this will be discussed in 3/22/9a, Mrs Bateman decided to delay speaking until then.
Cllr Murphy informed councillors that £500 Grants are available for Jubilee Projects.
Hillside Lane signs stating width restrictions are listed for action. Cllr Carlin offered to forward a photo to Cllr Murphy. 

	3/22/4
	Approval & Ratification of the Minutes of the previous meeting
The Council resolved to accept the Minutes of the previous meeting, held on February 1st 2022, as a true record of that meeting. Proposer Cllr Carlin, Seconder Cllr Heath. 

	3/22/5
	Finance and Administration
a)  Current Financial Statement
The balance in the account as at 1st March 2022 was £47,202.76 including reserved and reimbursed funds.
b)  Authorisation and payment of invoices
The Council resolved to make the following payments totalling £1,529.42
	Payments for approval
	

	Clerk Salary
	      521.30

	Clerk Expenses (Stationery, stamps)
	        29.95

	Lester Lowe (Grit/sand for Rotator)
	        97.32

	Peak Waste Cemetery Refuse January 
	        44.40

	Village Hall Hire December – March incl. 
	        48.00

	Jubilee Mugs
	      788.45

	Total
	   1,529.42   


  
c)   Handyman Pay Review
A pay increase of £2.00 per hour (from £12 to £14) was approved. The Clerk will draft a new Work Schedule including this information.
d)   Purchase of Waterproof Extension Cable
It was agreed that BPC should purchase the cable, its main use being for the Christmas lights for which it has previously been borrowed.
e)   Appointment of Internal Auditor
The Clerk informed councillors that Brenda Kirkham has agreed to carry out this year’s Internal Audit.
f)    Code of Conduct Review and Approval
This was approved and signed by the Chairman.
g)   Jubilee Windfarm Grant Applications
Applications have been received from Pre School for funds towards a family morning on May 27th; Brassington Guides and Brownies for a bird bath and small rose bed to be sited next to the Millennium Bench on Church Street; The Village Green Project for a wildflower and shrub layout possibly to include the 2nd village pump.
As a meeting has been arranged for March 9th at The Old Gate pub at which people interested in organizing village celebrations may put forward ideas, it was agreed that final decisions on Grant Awards should take place at the next PC meeting.

	3/22/6
	 Planning 
a)   T/22/00031//TCA – Reduce Horse Chestnut, Field Maple & Flowering Cherry
                                      and remove one bough of Plum Tree to give clearance
                                      from telephone wire. Brassington School, Town Street. 
                                      No objection.
b)    NP/DDD/0222/0211   Installation of 16 Solar PV panels onto south facing 
                                      roof of barn at Mouldridge Grange farm on A 5012.       
                                      No objection.
c)    T/22/00030/TCA – Crown reduction of Apple Tree by 2 metres. Wayside       
                                      Cottage, West End, Brassington.
                                      No objection.
d)    NP/DDD/0122/0132    Proposed additional digetate lagoon. Slipper Low Farm, 
                                      Aldwark, Grange Mill.
                                      More information regarding the exact siting of the lagoon 
                                      was requested. The Clerk was asked to re-forward the 
                                      application. Councillors to respond via e mail to the Clerk.

	3/22/7
	Chairman’s Report
Councillors were given copies of the Code of Conduct and The Good Councillor’s 
Guide at the last meeting. Cllr Hedger asked for confirmation that those Councillors
present had read both documents. This was given.
Cllr Hedger explained his concern that there was a risk to the reputation of BPC 
due to the basic rules, which were agreed when Councillors signed their 
Acceptance of Office, not being followed in recent meetings and in voting. Relevant 
points which Cllr Hedger felt indicated that training for everyone would be 
beneficial included:
· The need for Councillors to treat all parishioners and each other with respect, even when opinions differ.
· Bullying and harassment is not to be tolerated.
· Any comment on Brassington Community Facebook which has a connection to the Parish Council should politely be referred to the Clerk, who will ensure necessary comments are reported and discussed at the next PC meeting.
· Parish Councillors should not discuss PC matters on Facebook and at no time should they indicate that what is said has the authority of a PC point of view.
· Councillors should fully understand the rules about declaring interests and should not vote on any issue, financial or otherwise, with which they or their family have a connection.
· Documents should be fully read before each meeting.
· Councillors should attend Councillor Essentials Training.
Cllr Hedger also suggested that a member of DALC should be asked to attend a meeting in the near future to discuss the Code of Conduct. This will cost £125 + mileage. Cllr Hedger expressed the hope that, by addressing all these matters, the duties of Councillors will be fully understood.
Councillors present expressed their approval. Cllr Hedger agreed to contact DALC and arrange a convenient time and date for Code of Conduct training.

	3/22/8
	Clerk’s Report & Correspondence
A resident of Wash Hills Close outlined a proposal to plant 6-10 trees on the green area around the bus stop. Although provision of the saplings was offered, Council felt that the impairment of visibility for traffic turning out of Greenway onto Town Street would be a real problem and the future pruning and maintenance of the trees could not be added to the Handyman’s work schedule.
Cllr Pope had asked the Clerk whether Brassington Parish Council had any input regarding the allocation of Meadow Rise bungalows. Following a telephone call to DDDC Housing, it was reported that there is an Allocations Policy through which applicants have to register and BPC has no influence regarding this.
The Defibrillator Cabinet is due to be delivered in the week beginning April 11th.
Cllr Carlin had contacted the Clerk to express concern about cars parking outside the Miners’ Arms pub, obscuring visibility at the left turn into Church Street.

	3/22/9
	Parish Matters & Maintenance
       a)   Website Communication/Facebook Link
Bridget Bateman attended the meeting and spoke as a member of the public
regarding improving methods of communication between the Parish Council and 
residents of Brassington. Facebook is a valuable channel, but inappropriate 
comments and abrupt shutdowns are very upsetting. Suggestions for 
improvement included;
· Facebook administrators working as a pair in order to moderate each other
· Details of PC meetings, matters of importance and information about PC activities and achievements should be posted on the website with a link to Facebook
· People are possibly intimidated by Public Speaking perceiving it to be formal and intimidating.
The Clerk was aware of these problems and had contacted the BPC website administrator requesting a Parish Council space on the front of the Community Website. It was agreed that a link between this and Facebook would be beneficial and the Clerk agreed to work with the administrator to achieve this.
       b)   Cemetery update
The date of the Consecration of Row G has been confirmed as March 17th. Time is yet to be announced. The Bishop of Repton will conduct the service.
       c)   Jubilee Celebrations 
This was dealt with in item 3/22/5g
.      d)   Holiday Cottages/2nd Homes 
A resident of Bonsall has contacted the Chairman regarding the amount of Holiday Homes which he felt were undermining the character and community of his village. He wished to know whether this was also a matter of concern in Brassington.
       e)   Brassington Relief in Need Charity update
The Clerk has completed the Mandate Form and collected the required supporting documents. These will be posted directly after the meeting.
       f)    Mobile Phone Mast update
A letter has been sent to John Allsop from Clarke Telecom informing him that compulsory purchase of the site on his land may happen. Mr Allsop rejected their original offer.
       g)    Wall Damage on Manystones Lane
Cllr Maier has claimed that the amount of lorries driving along Manystones Lane is causing damage to the drystone walls. As Cllr Maier was not present, Cllr Murphy agreed to make enquiries.

	3/22/10
	Date for Next Meeting
The next meeting was arranged for Wednesday 6th April 2022 at 7 pm in Brassington Village Hall.







Signed ………………………………………                Date…………………………………………….                                          
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