


Brassington Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Lesley Brown
Holly Cottage, Well Street, Brassington, DE4 4HJ
brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of a meeting of Brassington Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 6th October 2020 at 7.00 pm in Brassington Village Hall, Upper Room.

Present:	Cllr Smith (Chair); Cllrs: Hedger, Wain, Maier, Heath, Rippon, Pope.
                      Lesley Brown (Clerk), 1 member of the public; 3 members of the public from 8.15pm. 

	No
	Item

	10/20/1
	Apologies
Apologies received from Cllr Ratcliffe (DDC)   

	10/20/2
	Declaration of Interests
Cllr Hedger declared an interest in Planning application 20/00807/FUL.

	10/20/3
	Public Speaking
A member of the public attended to answer any questions which might arise concerning item 10/20/6a. As no objections were raised, the matter was dealt with and is minuted under Planning. 

	10/20/4
	Approval & ratification of the Minutes of the previous meeting
The Council resolved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, held on Tuesday September 1st 2020, as a true record of that meeting, 

	10/20/5

	Finance & Administration 
a) Current Financial Statement 
The balance in the account as at 6th October 2020 was £51,437.51 including reserved funds.    
b) Authorisation and payment of invoices
The Council resolved to make the following payments totalling £3,548.85: 
	Handyman
	1,052.00

	Clerk Salary
	575.39

	Clerk Expenses (Stationery)
	39.86

	Earth Anchors (Noticeboards)
	1,881.60

	TOTAL
	3,548.85


       c)  Asset Register
          This was presented to Council, approved and signed by the Chairman.
      d)  Facebook Administration
Several unsuitable posts have been reported on the Parish Council Facebook Page. 
These include malicious rumours and subjects which have no connection to Parish Council business. It was agreed that the title Parish Council should be deleted and that Cllr Rippon would run a village chat site. 

	10/20/6
	Planning 
 a)   20/00875/FUL – The Cottage, Maddock Lake, Brassington DE4 4HA.
                                      Application for single storey rear extension. 
                                      No objection.
Late applications:
b)   20/00659/LBALT – Palmers House, Church Street, Brassington.
                                     Replacement front & rear windows with traditional sash & 
                                     Casement windows.
                                     No objection.
c)   20/00807/FUL – Miners Field Barn, Middle Lane, Brassington.
                                 Formalisation of curtilage, erection of detached garage & 
                                  greenhouse, alteration to entrance to form new courtyard.   
                                  Cllr Hedger, having declared an interest, left the meeting 
                                  during discussion and did not take participate in the decision 
                                  making process. The remaining Parish Councillors raised no 
                                  objection to the application.

	10/20/7
	Clerk’s Report and Correspondence
Correspondence was received from Brassington Primary School and a resident regarding inconsiderate parking on Meadow Rise. Letters had been sent to parents, but the situation did not improve. The Clerk contacted DCC and was informed that an enforcement officer could be sent on receipt of a call giving car registration number, or the school could contact Highways and request yellow lines to be painted on the road outside the school. Information was passed to the school who are dealing with the matter.
A Litter and Dog Fouling Officer visited Brassington and reported no problems, despite a previous conversation reporting several complaints.
There have been no new applications for CWF Grant money. Last year’s awards have been extended as the Covid crisis has restricted progress on most projects. 

	10/20/8
	Parish Matters & Maintenance
a)   Local Environment Group   
In response to an update from the Local Environment Group, it was agreed that the Parish Council would support their concerns regarding an increase in the number of HGV lorries going through the village, causing blockages and danger to residents and other road users. The Clerk was asked to request addresses and a draft letter from LEG. This will be forwarded, as from Brassington Parish Council, to local companies.   
b)   Wirksworth Dale/Picnic Area
Following reports of anti-social behaviour in the area. Cllr Heath suggested that the public should report any observations or concerns to the Parish Council who would arrange to raise the matter with Ashbourne Police. Council agreed that occasional police patrols would also be helpful.
 c)   Play Area Update 
The Chairman reported that he is waiting for two separate documents to finalise Brassington Parish Council ownership of the land. These are expected within the next
two weeks.    
d)   Lamp Post Poppies
Cllr Wain and Heath agreed to put up lamp post poppies and remove them after Remembrance Day.
e)   Cemetery Issues
Letters were sent to relatives of those whose remains lie within the area (Row G) which has not been consecrated, asking for their permission for an application for consecration to be made. 2 replies are yet to be received. All other relatives gave permission.
With regard to the separate issue concerning the interment of remains in a plot previously reserved for another family, Mr and Mrs Wherry and their advisor, Mr N. Phipps, attended the meeting to state their wishes regarding compensation for the mistake made by the previous administrator of the cemetery. Mrs Wherry stated that she had been prevented from talking to anyone on Brassington Parish Council and therefore felt she had been treated badly by some members. The Chairman reminded Mrs Wherry that, since June 2019 the matter was in the hands of Parish Council Insurers, and their instruction was not to have any contact with Mr and Mrs Wherry. Following the decision from their Legal Department that there was no valid claim, the Insurers made an offer of £500 as an ex gratia payment in order to settle the matter. The Chairman then asked Mrs Wherry what she regarded as a fair settlement. Mrs Wherry replied that she wanted £2,000 + 2 grave plots as compensation for negligence and her distress. Should the Parish Council not agree to this payment, they would apply for exhumation of the remains in plot G11. For clarification, the Chairman pointed out that £2,000.00, should it be an authorized payment, would have to be paid by all of the Council Tax payers in Brassington. Mr Wherry replied that this was not his problem.  
When asked by the Clerk, for the purpose of the Minutes, why exhumation was necessary for a plot which Mrs Wherry had previously claimed was not now appropriate for her family’s use, Mr Wherry replied that the plot belongs to them and they can decide what happens to it. Mrs Wherry stated that her daughter may wish to take it.  
Following Mr and Mrs Wherry and Mr Phipps’ departure, it was agreed that Council needed to consider the legality of Mrs Wherry’s current compensation requirements and that DALC should be contacted for advice. Another meeting should take place as soon as professional advice allowed the Council to respond. 

	10/20/9
	Date for Next Meeting
The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday 3rd November 2020 at 7 pm in Brassington Village Hall.  





Signed ………………………………                              Date…………………………………………….
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