


Brassington Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Lesley Brown
Holly Cottage, Well Street, Brassington, DE4 4HJ
brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of a meeting of Brassington Parish Council held on 
Tuesday August 18th 2020 at 7.00 pm in Brassington Village Hall, Upper Room.

Present:   Cllr Smith (Chair); Cllrs: Hedger; Heath; Pope. Lesley Brown (Clerk)

	No
	Item
	

	8/20/1
	Apologies
Apologies received from Cllrs Wain and Rippon. Cllr Maier did not attend.
	

	8/20/2
	Declaration of Interests
There were no declarations of interest.  
	

	8/20/3
	Public Speaking
No members of the public were present.
	

	8/20/4
	Approval & ratification of the Minutes of the previous 2 meetings
The Council resolved to accept the minutes of the meeting held on July 21st and the Extraordinary meeting held on August 13th 2020 as true records of those meetings. 
	

	8/20/5
	Finance and Administration
a)   Current Financial Statement
The balance in the account as at August 17th 2020 was £54,411.50 including reserved funds and Windfarm Grant monies.
b)   Authorisation and payment of invoices
The Council resolved to make the following payments totalling £3,749.58

	Handyman  
	         793.00

	Clerk Salary
	         456.58

	Brassington Brownies (CWF Grant)
	         250.00

	Karl Allsop Groundworks Ltd
	      2,040.00

	Ken Wilkinson (Pump plinth)
	         150.00

	Village Hall Hire Feb;March;July;Aug.13+18
	           60.00

	Total     
	      3,749.58



c) The Clerk reported that a VAT reclaim of £452.78 for months December 2019 through to July 2020 has been submitted.
d) Councillors had received copies of the Code of Conduct Policy, which was approved by all and signed by the Chairman.   
e)   Windfarm Grant Applications
The grants for 2020 have now been received and applications are invited. In order to reach as many organisations as possible, Cllr Pope agreed to post a notice on Facebook and the Clerk agreed to request that a notice be posted on the Village Website. Due to Coronavirus, the grants awarded in 2019 will remain valid for another 12 months. The closing date for this year was agreed at October 31st 2020.                                                     
	



	8/20/6
	Clerk’s Report and Correspondence
The Clerk reported that she had met with the Handyman and they
agreed a revised schedule of work. The Parish Council have agreed to 
pay for a weed spraying license and the Handyman will look into available 
courses. 
2 photos of the Village Hall, taken in 1997 by the late husband of Janet
Swain, were received by the Clerk. Cllr Pope agreed to pass them on to
Victoria Rodgers, who is gathering archive material on the history of
Brassington.
Ann Barry contacted the Clerk to report the issue of sunken graves in the 
cemetery. It was agreed that the Clerk should request that the Handyman add a layer of topsoil to each affected grave. 
	

	8/20/7
	Parish Matters & Maintenance
a)   Village Shop
A steering committee is currently exploring possible premises and a 
business structure. If registered as a charity, an application for 
Windfarm Grant funding could be submitted.  
b)   Dog Fouling
The Clerk had contacted DDDC and was informed that a Litter and Dog 
Fouling Campaign is planned for September. Enforcement Officers will 
patrol village problem areas. Cllrs Heath and Pope reported that the 
Recreation Ground was particularly affected and the Clerk will forward 
this information to the Neighbourhoods Liaison Officer.
c)   Portals Report
Following examination of the portals, the Clerk reported that extensive
repairs to rotted wood would be needed before re-painting could be 
carried out. Council queried the cost effectiveness of this and the Clerk 
was asked to obtain quotes for possible new replacements.
d)   Council Weed Spraying
DDDC had sent an e mail concerning the council weed spraying along
kerbs and pavements. This currently takes place in April, July and 
October, but following complaints regarding the use of Glyphosate, Brassington Parish Council were asked whether they wished the weed spraying to continue. As DDDC Council is unable to eradicate weeds by hand, it was agreed that the service should continue as it is.  
e)   Allotments
Cllr Pope reported that the Allotment Lease has been signed and 
forwarded to the solicitor. The Chairman confirmed that he and the 
Clerk had signed their part on behalf of the Parish Council and he had
delivered it to the solicitor by hand on Sunday.  
The Chairman also reminded members that he had agreed to stay in 
post until he had completed the legal formalities for this matter and also
for the Play Area before resigning. Councillors should therefore start thinking about who would be replacing him in the not too distant future.
	

	8/20/8
	Date of next Meeting – Tuesday September 1st 2020 at 7pm in
Brassington Village Hall, Upper Room.
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