Brassington Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Lesley Brown
Holly Cottage, Well Street, Brassington, DE4 4HJ
brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of a meeting of Brassington Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 4th February 2020 at 7.00 pm in Brassington Village Hall

Present:	Cllr Smith (Chair); Cllrs: Hedger; Jones; Wain; Heath; Frith; Maier; Cllr Irene Ratcliffe (DCC) attended items 1,2 &3; Lesley Brown (Clerk); 4 members of the public

	No
	Item

	2/20/1
	Apologies
Apologies received from Cllr Richard Bright (DDDC) 

	2/20/2
	Declaration of Interests
There were no declarations of interest.  

	2/20/3
	Public Speaking
Cllr Ratcliffe spoke of her meetings with Simon Spencer, the Cabinet Minister for Highways, and her attempts to initiate some response to the problems concerning speed limits and flooding. It was suggested that the forthcoming Budget may release some money to deal with ongoing problems. Cllr Jones reported the number of accidents occurring at Longcliffe crossroads is a serious cause for concern. 

	2/20/4
	Approval & ratification of the Minutes of the previous meeting
Due to his absence on holiday at the last meeting, Cllr Smith requested clarification of item 1/20/9a which concerned a weed killing training course which the Handyman wishes to undertake. Further details have been obtained and it was agreed that the Parish Council would pay 50% of the cost. 
Regarding item 1/20/9c concerning a query from Mr Lance Dean about his inherited property at the top of Kings Hill, Cllr Smith suggested replying to Mr Dean to the effect that the matter had been brought to their attention, but that more details were needed.
The Council resolved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on January 7th 2020 as a true record of that meeting,

	2/20/5
	Finance and Administration
a)   Current Financial Statement
The balance in the account as at 3rd February 2020 was £37,648.78 including reserved funds.
b)   Authorisation and payment of invoices
A payment of £1,068.00 was approved on 13th January 2020. The expense was for delivery of wood chippings for the Play Area.
The Council resolved to make the following payments totalling £771.92
	Real Computer Shop (Direct Debit)
	          30.00

	Data Protection (cheque)
	          40.00

	Clerk’s Salary
	        352.22

	Clerk’s Expenses (Internet Oct-Dec), postage
	          25.70

	Handyman
	        288.00

	Village Hall Hire (Nov;Dec;Jan) 
	          36.00

	TOTAL
	        771.92


 

	
2/20/6
	
Planning
a)   Request for support of proposed application for planning permission
      for the erection of dwelling adjacent to Ash Cottage, Bradbourne Lane
      Brassington.
      This is not yet a formal application, therefore no details could be 
      released due to GDPR. Plans are needed before a decision can be 
      made, but Council was supportive in theory.
b)   Final outcome of 19/01279/FUL, Brackendale, Ashbourne Road,
      Brassington.
      Mr Spiteri once again attended the meeting, together with Dominic
      Cooney, Senior Planning Consultant for Planning & Design Practice 
      Ltd. The Parish Council was thanked for supporting the above re-
      submission. 
      Approval was then requested for a previous application to build a 
      double garage at the property. Cllr Smith stated that the original plans
      had been dealt with by a previous Parish Council and that Mr Spiteri’s
      development had become much larger than was originally shown. Mr
      Spiteri had not attended any Parish Council meetings during this early 
      process and no community benefit had been offered.  Mr Cooney pointed 
      out that Mr Spiteri could not be seen to be buying planning permission, 
      but a formal request from the Parish Council would be responded to 
      after the application closing date of 21st February.  Council gave approval 
      for the garage to be built.

	2/20/7
	Clerk’s Report & Correspondence
      Contact from two local parishes has confirmed the problem of traffic
      speeds through villages. 22 more parishes have registered their concern
      about the problem and the difficulty of getting a meaningful response from
      the relevant authorities. A meeting is planned for late March when  
      possible wats forward can be discussed. 
      Ian Johnson, Change Manager for the Post Office, visited Brassington 
      and spoke with Cllr Heath and the Clerk regarding the possible setting up 
      of an Outreach Post Office Service. This would be available once a week
      in the British Legion Hall. The Clerk agreed to contact the Legion
      Committee and pass on full information.   

	2/20/8
	Parish Community Plan Update
a) Communication Group
Cllr Jones reported that several complaints had appeared on social media regarding Longcliffe crossroads. Accidents have occurred and the danger of these becoming more frequent is alarming.

	2/20/9
	Parish Matters & Maintenance
  a)   Play Area
        Two areas have been spread with wood chippings. Cllr Frith agreed to
        order a further amount to cover the Multi-Play area.
        Brassington Parish Council is negotiating ownership of the Play Area
        Land, at present owned by DDDC. Cllr Smith will write to  DDDC  to make
        clear that the small corner giving access to the School playing field, 
        included in the original deeds, is not part of the Play Area land being
        negotiated.  
  b)   Armed Forces Covenant
        Cllr Hedger has drafted a shortened version of the covenant which was
        signed by the Clerk and will be filed.
  c)   Gas Supply to Brassington
        Cllr Jones raised the subject which has been under debate on social 
        media. Green issues have taken the matter further, but no representative
        was present at the meeting for further information.  
  d)   Footpaths
        Some complaints have been received regarding the state of stiles and 
        footpaths, several of the former being difficult to cross or unstable. 
  e)   Cemetery update
        Cllr Smith and the Clerk met with Dr Powell and his brother and a mutual
        agreement was reached regarding his reserved plot and the future 
        internment of their mother’s ashes.
  f)    Relocation of gateway portals
        A suggestion from Steven Alcock regarding the re-positioning of the 
        portals to correspond with 30mph speed signs was discussed. It was
        agreed that no action should be taken at present and the idea should be
        reviewed after a possible outcome from DDDC is received.

	2/20/10
	Date for Next Meeting
The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday 3rd March 2020 at 7 pm in Brassington Village Hall.  






Signed ………………………………………                 Date………………………………………
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