Brassington Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Lesley Brown
Holly Cottage, Well Street, Brassington, DE4 4HJ
brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

[bookmark: _GoBack]Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of Brassington Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 7th May 2019 at 7.00 pm in Brassington Village Hall

Present:	Cllr Smith (Chair); Cllrs: Hedger; Jones; Wain; Maier; Frith; Heath. 
                      Lesley Brown (Clerk).  5 members of the public.

	No
	Item
	

	5/19/1
	Election of Chair
Cllr Ray Smith was unanimously elected to act as Chairman.
	

	5/19/2
	Election of Vice Chair
Cllr John Hedger was unanimously elected to act as Vice Chairman 
	

	5/19/3
	Signing of Acceptance of Office Forms
All Councillors signed the Acceptance of Office Forms which were then also signed by the Clerk. 
	

	5/19/4
	Approval of Policies
Standing Orders, Code of Conduct and Equal Opportunities Policies had been e mailed to all Councillors. All were approved and signed by the Chairman. Declaration of Interest forms had not been received from the Monitoring Officer. Clerk will forward them and requested that they be returned to her within 28 days of the election.
	

	5/19/5
	Apologies
Apologies received from Cllr. Lewis Rose and Cllr. Irene Ratcliffe  
	

	5/19/6
	Declaration of Interests
There were no declarations of interest.  
	

	5/19/7
	Public Speaking
A member of the public raised the question of restoring the Village Pump to the Village Green. This was removed following some damage and has been stored by various villagers. It is a matter of importance to people in the lower part of the village that the pump is replaced. Further discussion took place in 5/19/13c.
A question was raised regarding proposed restoral of ground level in Well Street parking area. This was explained in 5/19/13e. 
	

	5/19/8
	Approval & ratification of the Minutes of the previous meeting
The Council resolved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting, held on Tuesday 2nd April 2019, as a true record of that meeting, 
	



	5/19/9
	Finance and Administration
a)   Current Financial Statement
The balance in the account as at 25.04.19 was £28,856.27 including reserved funds.
b)   Authorisation and payment of invoices
The Council resolved to make the following payments totalling £1799.57

		Cllr Smith (refund Nether Lane Mirror)
	187.00

	Nick Hutty
	463.00

	Clerk’s Salary
	438.39

	Clerk’s Expenses (Photocopy, stationery)
	  17.18

	J & D Allsop (cheque)
	594.00

	Internal Audit (Joanne Taylor)
	100.00

	TOTAL
	1799.00





c)   Internal Auditor’s Report
The report found 2 areas for concern:
1.   Risk Assessments had not been reviewed in the 18/19 financial year.
They were approved on 5th March 2019.
2.   Burial and Cemetery records were unavailable to audit.
This is addressed in 5/19/13f.
d)   Precept
£17,160.00 was paid into Unity Trust Account on 26.04.19. 
	

	5/19/10
	Planning
a)   19/00444/FUL – New & replacement doors at Grindon House, Hillside 
                                Lane.
                                No objection.
b)   19/00443/FUL –Creation of new drainage system to serve concrete 
                                processing facility at Manystones Lane.
                                No objection.
	

	5/19/11
	Clerk’s Report & Correspondence
A complaint was received, by e mail, about the altered stile on Hillside
Lane. This was forwarded to the Local Environment Group for response.
DDC awarded the Minor maintenance grant of £495.00 for improvement
to the churchyard path from Hillside Lane to Church Street. The work
was completed in March 2019.
	

	5/19/12
	Parish Community Plan Update
a)   Communication Group
Nothing to report.
b)   Local Environment Group
Thanks were given to Cllr Jones for his work as Parish Council representative on the group’s committee.
Roger Jackson presented a progress update regarding planned changes to 4 stiles to improve accessibility. More discussion followed in item 5/19/13b.      
	

	5/19/13
	Parish Matters & Maintenance
a)   Training
The Clerk referred Councillors to the list of training dates in the current Dalc Circular and encouraged those who have not undergone training to apply for a convenient date.
b)   Alteration of the squeeze stile on Hillside Lane
Following the complaint received (Clerk’s correspondence) and other complaints received via Facebook, Cllr Smith asked whether written responsibility on the part of the respective landowners for maintenance of the gates, as requested by the Council as a condition of the Wind Farm Grant allocation of £1,000, had been given. No written confirmation had been received by the Clerk. On behalf of the Local Environment Group, Roger Jackson stated that there were various agreements regarding stile alterations and gate maintenance, but at present there are no written agreements. The LEG agreed to accept a 12 month defect liability obligation and Roger Jackson agreed to provide the Clerk with details of land owners and maintenance agreements as soon as possible, in order for the Parish Council to be up to date with the current situation.
Cllr Jones asked if there had been any survey or consultation with villagers as to whether the stile alterations were needed and Council was informed that this had not taken place.
c)    Village Pump
After discussion as to whether the original pump should be placed on the Village Green or in Well Street, the Council accepted that there were strong feelings for both places. Cllr Heath suggested the Parish Council
purchase another pump to be placed in one of the original sites (Well Street), and the original pump should return to the Village Green. This solution was unanimously accepted.  
d)   Play Area Climbing Wall and Land Ownership
The new climbing wall and extra fittings are now ready for installation. Cllrs Heath, Frith and Jones offered to do the work on Sunday 12th May.
Following the Clerk’s conversations with Carolyn Lucas, Estates Surveyer for DDDC, regarding ownership of the Play Area land, it was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would like ownership to be transferred to them. The Clerk was asked to contact Mrs Lucas and confirm their wishes.
e)   Update on unauthorised work opposite The Old Coach House
The Council are awaiting the Contractor’s date for the work to be carried out. The chippings will be removed in order to restore the drain to its original, lower position. The chippings will then be replaced and the land drainage will be successful.
f)   Cemetery Records
Following the Internal Audit report, Council agreed that all records should be handed to the Clerk, who will ensure that they are available for future Audit. The Council expressed their gratitude to Pat Horrocks, who has 
carried out the cemetery administration for a number of years on a voluntary basis. The Clerk will write to Mrs Horrocks and arrange a convenient handover date.
g)   Allotments update
Council are awaiting a draft assent regarding the transferral of ownership of the allotment land from Judith Charity to the Parish Council. This is expected to have been received by June and it was agreed that a full discussion regarding future procedure should take place at the next Parish Council meeting.      
	

	5/19/14
	Date for Next Meeting
The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday 4th June 2019, at 7pm, in Brassington Village Hall.

	





Signed ………………………………………       Date ……………………………………………                                                            
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