Brassington Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Mrs C Sutton
Mount Pleasant, Windley, Belper, Derbyshire, DE56 2LP
brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Unapproved Minutes of a meeting of Brassington Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 1st August 2017 at 7.00 pm in Brassington Village Hall

Present:	Cllr Smith (Chair); Cllrs: Allsop; Brown; Field; Lansley and  Mrs C Sutton

	No
	Item
	Action

	8/17/1
	Apologies
Apologies received from Cllrs Bateman, Crosby and Ratcliffe  
	

	8/17/2
	Declaration of Interests
There were no declarations of interest.  
	

	8/17/3
	Public Speaking
There were four members of the public present.
It was advised that the emergency electrical work in the Village Hall had been carried out -- since the grant application had been submitted - as a necessity.
	

	8/17/4
	Approval & ratification of the Minutes of the previous meeting
The Council resolved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 4th July 2017 as a true record of that meeting, 
	

	8/17/5











	Finance & Administration 
a) Current Financial Statement 
The balance in the account as at 20th July 2017 was £36,899.77 including reserved funds.    
b) Authorisation and payment of invoices
The Council resolved to make the following payments totalling £1,922.21:  

	Glen Griffiths
	1050.00

	Christine Sutton (Clerk’s Salary)
	497.40

	Brenda Kirkham (Previous Clerk’s Salary)
	92.24

	Nest Pensions
	9.68

	Brenda Kirkham re: Clerk's Expenses
	5.33

	Christine Sutton re: Clerk’s Expenses
	17.56

	Personnel Advice & Solutions
	120.00

	Land Registry 
	40.00

	Land Reigstry
	40.00

	Ladywell Accountancy Services
	50.00


 
c) Completion of Bank Forms
The forms were passed back to the Clerk, some signatures were still required.
d) Update of Parish Council Policies
The Clerk had passed the folder containing the policies to Cllr Smith after the previous meeting and Cllr Smith was in the process of reviewing these.
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	8/17/6
	Planning 
No items.
	

	8/17/7
	Footpath & Railings at Legion Hall
This items was carried forward for discussion in conjunction with 8/17/8
	

	8/17/8
	Allocation of Carsington Wind Farm Grants
Items 8/17/7 and 8/17/13(i) were carried/brought forward for discussion in conjunction with this item. 
The Council had requested further information from applicants in accordance with conditions and these had been supplied by all parties (apart from The Pre-School who had withdrawn their applications and were pursuing other funding avenues).  
Discussions took place in line with the grant funding policy and consideration was given to whether each organization had previously received grants.
It was decided the Council would be responsible for repairing the footpath by the British Legion Hall.  The Precept had not been increased, however, there were no restrictions on how the monies from the Longcliffe grant were spent and this could fund the railings, etc. if necessary.  The Friends of Forces Ladies Committee would be unable to claim back any VAT and so it may be better for the Parish Council to make payments directly to contractors – rather than issue a grant.
The clerk made the Councillors aware of the regulations in respect of s137.  The motion proposed by Cllr Field and seconded by Cllr Brown was passed to grant the following:

	1st Brassington Brownies
	Sports equipment & active health
	£481.18

	1st Brassington Guides
	Tent, Travel & outdoor activities
	£803.90

	BRGCA 
	Portacabin/changing rooms repairs
	£1000.00

	Brassington Village Hall
	Electrical Upgrade
	£1850.00

	Overs 60’s Club
	Visits & Speakers
	£100.00

	St James’ Church
	Heating 
	£1350.00


The clerk was asked to inform the recipients.
This motion also included agreement that the previous year’s unallocated Longcliffe grant in the sum of £3000 should be given to the school for Ipads.
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	8/17/9
	Ivy Overhanging Pavement near Brassington Hall
The Parish Council had received complaints regarding danger to pedestrians by obstructing the pavement. In previous years it had been necessary to contact the occupier in this connection.  Cllr Smith agreed to draft a letter instructing that the ivy needs cutting back in vertical alignment with the wall; advising otherwise Derbyshire County Council were entitled to carry out this work and invoice the occupant.
	
RS/CS

	8/17/10
	DALC Training
The motion proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr Field was agreed that the clerk should attend the following DALC courses:

	Finance or Clerks/RFP
	£60.00

	Grave Matters
	£60.00

	Grants & Grant Funding
	£60.00



The clerk would feedback from the  DALC training in due course

	

	8/17/11
	Clerk’s Report & Correspondence
All correspondence had been distributed by email.
	


	8/17/12







	Parish Community Plan Update
a) Communication Group
Representative Cllr Lansley will detail grants in Brasson Banter in due course.
b) Local Environment Group
Cllr Brown had attended the last meeting and given feedback in respect of the 20mph pilot scheme. 
Funds had been spent on Health & Safety for the pond. Concreting and other improvements had been carried out.  
Cllr Brown raised concerns about hostility shown towards her at the Environment Group meeting (and in the draft minutes), apparently resulting from their incorrect perception of a negative attitude towards the project from the Parish Council.  Cllr Smith agreed to draft a letter to the Group in this respect.
c) Community Facilities Group
Nothing to report.
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	8/17/13
	Parish Matters & Maintenance
a) Allotment Rent for 2016 and 2017
Cllr Smith had looked into the situation and it was agreed the Clerk should write requesting arrears of £100 and ask that a standing order be set up in the sum of £100, due October 2017 , rising to  £125 for the following years (in line with the existing agreement).

b) Land Registry/History
           i) Cllr Smith had received requests for two survey fees @ £40 in 
respect of the Picnic area and Pond.  

ii) The clerk had received an email from Mr Pickard regarding the slow progress in respect of the land adjacent to his property; advising he may withdraw his previous offer. Coincidentally Cllr Smith had finally received confirmation from the Land Registry that the matter was now being addressed.  
The Parish Council wished to ensure that remedial work was carried out to its land regarding drainage and to ensure the well was reinstated/made safe – it may be necessary to request a surveyors report in this respect.  Cllr Smith agreed to draft a letter to the occupants of two neighbouring properties requiring builders’ rubble from their alterations be removed and the site returned to its original level.

iii)  The Clerk had acquired a letter from HM Land Registry (which had been misaddressed).  It advised of a claim being made for 1.5 – 2.00 metres of the Village Green to be included in the title of an adjacent property.  The Chairman was asked to respond, objecting to this application, within the deadline (which he had got agreement to extend until 11th August, from 31st July, in view of the misdirection of mail).  He would also contact Cllr Rose to request historic information in this respect.
c) Play Area
Work was in hand.  Some boarding needed replacing and there was still some work to do on the gate.
d) Japanese Knotweed
A DCC Inspector had visited the site and reported the weed had been treated.  The Clerk was asked to contact DCC to request they carry out repeated treatments to ensure eradication on their land. The Clerk was also asked to prepare letters addressed ‘to whom it may concern’ for Cllr Allsop to pass to the tenant and owner of the adjoining land, requesting they carry out necessary treatments and advising of possible legal implications if not addressed.
e) Handyman Work Schedule
The Cemetery Gates had been cleaned.  More paint was required to finish the bottom fence.   The picnic benches had been cleaned with existing metal paint but more (Brunswick Green) paint would be needed next year.
f) Free Training for Lengthsmen (DART)
No action.
g) Village Christmas Tree
Nothing to report .
h) Trimming of Holly Tree in Churchyard 
The Clerk was asked to chase this up with the church authorities
i) Longcliffe Windfarm Grant
See 8/17/8
j) Road Closures – HGV Routes
Concern had been expressed regarding lorry diversions.
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	Dates for Next Meeting
The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday 5th September 2017 at 7 pm in Brassington Village Hall.  
	






Signed ………………………………………  Dated …………
4
