Brassington Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Mrs Brenda Kirkham
7 Ashes Lane, Fenny Bentley, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1LD
BPCClerk@outlook.com

Unapproved Minutes of a meeting of Brassington Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 2 May 2017 at 7.00 pm in Brassington Village Hall

Present:	Cllr Smith (Chair); Cllrs: Allsop; Bateman; Brown; Crosby; Lansley.  Cllr I Ratcliffe. One member of the public. Mrs B Kirkham (Clerk)

	No
	Item
	Action

	5/17/1
	Apologies
Apologies received from Cllr Field.  Cllr Lewis Rose (DDDC).
	

	5/17/2
	Election of Chair
Cllr Smith was unanimously re-elected as Chair of the Parish Council.
	

	5/17/3
	Election of Vice-Chair
Cllr Lansley was unanimously re-elected as Vice-Chair of the Parish Council.
	

	5/17/4
	Declaration of Interests
There were no declarations of interest.  
	

	5/17/5
	Public Speaking
It was agreed to move item 5/17/9 e) to this point in the agenda due to interest from the public.
There were no comments from the public.
Cllr Ratcliffe commented that due to the impending County Council elections she would hand over any outstanding information regarding ongoing projects to the Clerk.  Cllr Ratcliffe also commented that: work on Wirksworth Dale is ongoing; the 20mph zone work will proceed in due course; the trees on the right hand side of the road leading to Carsington need to be trimmed, BT have been informed.  The Environment Health Department had reported that there would be no health risks associated with the installation of a phone mast in the church tower.
	

	5/17/6
	Approval & ratification of the Minutes of the previous meeting
The Council resolved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 4 April as a true record of that meeting, 
	

	5/17/7











	Finance & Administration 
a) Current Financial Statement 
The balance in the account was £35,076.17 including reserved funds.    The Clerk commented that the Precept and Ryder Point Wind Farm money had been received and the Council was now in a more secure financial situation at the start of this financial year.
b) Authorisation and payment of invoices
The Council resolved to make the following payments totalling £1,149.71:

	Handyman
	820.00

	Clerk's Salary 
	274.83

	Clerk's Expenses (see below)
	13.97

	NEST Pension 
	40.91



c) Allocation of Grants
The Council agreed that the closing date for grant applications from the Carsington Wind Farm would be 23 June 2017.  Clerk to check that last year’s grants had been spent by the respective groups.  Cllr Lansley to do an article for the Brasson Banter. 
d) Audit – Approval of Annual Governance Statement
The Council resolved to approve the annual governance statement.  Cllr Lansley thanked the Clerk for her work on the audit.
e) Audit – Approval of Annual Accounting Statement
The Council resolved to approve the annual accounting statement.
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	5/17/8
	Planning 
a) 17/00215/FUL - Two/single storey extensions and alterations - Grindon House, Hillside Lane, Brassington (Closing date 28 April)
The Council resolved to object to this application as they felt that it did not fit in with the character of the village.
b) 17/00166/FUL - Erection of porch and single storey rear extension - Lavender Cottage, Dale End, Brassington (Closing date 4 May)
The Council had no objection to this application.
c) Other urgent planning matters 
There were no other planning matters to be considered at this meeting.
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	4/17/7
	Clerk’s Report & Correspondence
Correspondence received included the Peak District Newsletter and a letter from the PCC regarding the holly tree, Clerk to confirm to the PCC that the Council would like the Christmas tree lights to stay on longer during the day.  Clerk gave a brief report from the DALC Seminar which she had recently attended.
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	4/17/8
	Parish Community Plan Update
a) Communication Group
The deadline for the next edition of Brasson Banter was the end of this week.  Cllr Lansley shared ideas which had come from the group   regarding signage, including footpath signs, village map and event notices.    Cllr Lansley to put information on signage in the Brasson Banter.
b) Local Environment Group
Cllr Brown reported that more members had been co-opted on to the group.  Health & Safety matters had been agreed for people working on the pond project and Cllr Brown briefed Councillors on plans for the pond area.  The 20mph pilot monitoring was to begin on the 7 June.  Cllr Brown was asked to report back that the £1,000 held by the Parish Council is earmarked for speed prevention issues.
c) Community Facilities Group
Nothing to report.
d) Housing Development Group
Nothing to report.
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	4/17/9
	Parish Matters & Maintenance
a) Land Registry/History
Nothing to report at present.
b) Play Area
Cllr Bateman had ordered the paint and work would go ahead in the near future, more volunteers were needed.
c) Cemetery Garden Maintenance
After discussion the Council agreed to retain the garden area in the cemetery in the short term.  Two expressions of interest had been received for the gardening work, the Council agreed to accept the lowest quote.  The gardener was to be asked to do 10 hours work initially to the top and side garden areas.  Cllr Smith to meet with the gardener. 
d) Village Christmas Tree
This matter had been discussed under Clerk’s correspondence.
e) Japanese Knotweed
It was reported that it is not an offence to have Knotweed on land but it is an criminal offence to allow Knotweed to spread and can lead to a fine of £5,000 or 2 year prison sentence, if it is not dealt with. Cllr Allsop and Mr Myers, the adjoining landowner had agreed to carry out alternate treatments. Cllr Allsop to deliver the information from the Environment Agency to Mr Myers.
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	4/17/10
	Dates for Next Meeting
The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday 6 June 2017 at 7 pm in Brassington Village Hall.  
	


	The remainder of the meeting was held in closed session.

	4/17/11
	Parish Clerk Vacancy & Shortlisting
Three applications had been received.  The Council agreed to interviews all 3 candidates, the proposed date for interviews was Tuesday 16 May starting at 7.30 pm, Councillors to meet at 7 pm.  Clerk to obtain details of forthcoming DALC training days.  Draft questions were to be circulated to Councillors. 
	






Signed ……………………………………… 6 June 2017
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