Brassington Parish Council
Clerk to the Council: Mrs Brenda Kirkham
7 Ashes Lane, Fenny Bentley, Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 1LD
BPCClerk@outlook.com

Unapproved Minutes of a meeting of Brassington Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 7 February 2017 at 7 pm in Brassington Village Hall

Present:	Cllr Smith (Chair); Allsop; Bateman; Brown; Field; Lansley; Steve Mead (DCC); Cllr I Ratcliffe (DCC); 13 members of the public. Mrs B Kirkham (Clerk)

	No
	Item
	Action

	2/17/1
	Apologies
Apologies were received from Cllr L Rose (DDDC); Cllr M Crosby.
	

	2/17/2
	Declaration of Interests
There were no declarations of interest.  Item 4 before item 3
	

	2/17/3
	Presentation by the School Governors on the future of the School
Head Teacher Liz Morsom, Angela, Sally Ritus Jones, children taking pictures of the village, middle children studying Vikings, older children writing stories about the stone age, have a good time and have fantastic opportunities, very committed staff and governors.  Wider world of education is changing and facing many challengers, changing expectations and measures on children, some good and not so good, changes nationally, school, LA. Government.  LA has less and less money, financial cuts to schools budget, 8% cut in budget by 2020, small school hit hardest because it costs more to educate a child in a small school, LA schools budget is being cut.  Trying to maintain school, working more closely with other schools, AG cluster, share expertise and training.  Consider becoming academy which relates directly to government without reference to LA, more money going into academies than local authority schools, less money for schools generally. It’s about working with others, money & academies offers more financial security, now need to be part of a group of schools, only option is to join QEGS in Ashbourne, govs voted by majority to convert to academy status, is the start of a process, next step, gov look at results and financial status, permission has been granted, that is 1 step, now we have to consult with local community will have another with parents on 22 Feb 7 pm. step by step process.  Govs feel it is the best way to support the school.  Parent consultation done before school applied. QEGS multi academy trust 5 schools at present waterhouses, castle view.  Not sure financial how the school will benefit. MAT can apply for additional grant funding.  Comment from Mr McGuire – trust could shut school? All small schools are in a tricky position, that could happen now, ‘no more or less likely’.  Have you considered federating with another school? Yes considered it, but not really viable but no other suitable school available to federate.  Happy for Cllr rep to attend meeting with parents.  Always been affiliated with AG not QEGS.  Half year 6s go to QEGS and half to AG.  How will gov body be affected, 3 layers of government. School will maintain its own governing body.  How do kids perform under academies? Would not affect performance of school, it is a good school; joining academy will not affect performance.  1 Head for the school.  No requirement for year 6 children to go to QEGS, will remain AG cluster school group.
	

	2/17/4
	Presentation by DCC on Travel Patterns
Hierarchy of roads, initial consultation, look at way roads are maintained. Trying to prioritise roads for maintenance, need to follow usage patterns so more heavily used roads are more regularly maintained. Money will be better prioritised, heavily used road will maintained better and robust enough to take the volume of traffic.  A and B roads they already have lots of information.  Roads to west of A6 are largely country traffic, need to know which roads are used more by locals.  Responses from 50 parish councils, which are the important roads around Brassington.  RS how are we affected.  The road to Ashbourne is most used, Via Gelia and Brighters Way, Feedback on the initial survey was required.  The Brassington/Bradbourne road is also well used.  Church St/Miners Hill is important
	

	2/17/5
	Public Speaking
IR will not have Cllr, Council plan amended to support all schools who do not want to be an academy, some aspects IR would challenge, will academy schools obtain mental health support, academies can apply for grant funding to apply for training on mental health.  IR happy to answer questions, happy to answer questions, but it is a community/governors decision.  District Council made dales housing, was 1 of 6 cllrs in district, always accountability, no cllrs on dales council board, DD do not have casting vote, dales housing taken over, policies taken over.  16 pupil school kept open in Derbyshire.  Forced acadamisation taken off the agenda by present government.
Hoping people use the connect bus service.  RS problems with roadworks on Hillside and Church Street, IR needs to be a lesson learnt, IR apologised for the problems.  
Mick Foxon – 11 e) subsidence, 3 water pipes supply 3 houses, damage caused when rec ground under construction, RS looking into ownership.  Wrote to LR about the matter, hoping LR will have some answers.  Contractor who put in water pipes did not compact the ground sufficiently.  JA taking water away, ground is subsiding because of build up of water.  People who use unadopted road are usually responsible for maintenance.  RS PC not able to help at the moment.  PC are not occupiers of the rec ground, 999 year lease to recreation committee.
Academy – 1 head and then an executive in charge of primary schools.

	


	2/17/6
	Approval & ratification of the Minutes of the previous meeting
The Council resolved to accept the minutes of the previous meeting held on the 10 January as a true record of that meeting.  Amendment to Dec meeting.
	

	2/17/7
	Finance & Administration 
a) Current Financial Statement & Budget for 2017/18
The balance in the account was £18,266.62 including reserved funds.
b) DALC Subscription options

c) Authorisation and payment of invoices
The following payments totalling £1,856.38 were approved.

	Brassington Local Environment Group
	1200.00

	Land Registry
	40.00

	Land Registry
	30.00

	Land Registry
	30.00

	Land Registry
	30.00

	DALC Subscription
	201.83

	Clerk's Salary 
	257.19

	HMRC
	18.20

	Clerk's Expenses
	9.53

	NEST Pension 
	39.63





d) Parish Council Website Funding Application
Leave off scanner
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Clerk

	2/17/8
	a) Planning 
b) 16/00945/FUL - Retention of storage building - Hoben International Limited, Manystones Lane, Brassington – Closing date 8 Feb 2016
No objection
c) Other urgent planning matters – the following item had been received since the publication of the agenda -17/00062/VCOND - Removal of Condition 1 of planning permission 15/00565/FUL to allow unrestricted use as residential dwelling - Smithy Barn, Town Street, Brassington – Closing date 27 Feb 2017
PC no objection in principle providing that the planning authority confirm that all matters that would be dealt with in an initial planning application have been complied with.
	




	2/17/9
	Clerk’s Report & Correspondence
Items received had been circulated by email.  
	


	2/17/10
	Parish Community Plan Update
a) Communication Group
Next Brasson Banter due early in March, responses to emails, 
b) Local Environment Group
Bank account all set up.  Looking into public liability insurance. Village design guide will be edited for next meeting.  Link Wirksworth Dale to High Peak Trail, need assessment of proposed crossing.
c) Community Facilities Group
Nothing to report.
d) Housing Development Group
Nothing to report.
	










	2/17/11
	Parish Matters & Maintenance
a) Land Registry/History
Land Registry granted possessory title for the area of land Malt House, will be absolute in 12 years time.  1 metre strip by Pickard needs a separate title,  Remaining 3 areas will be submitted shortly.
b) Play Area
Work to the ply is now going ahead.
c) Handyman’s Contract
Meeting on Saturday
d) Parking – Village Well/The Gate Inn area, Well Street
In hand, parking issue needs to be sorted.  
e) Pothole/Drain on Green View
Pothole near phone box. Green View JA to investigate the problem, JA to liase with Mick Foxon.  JA to speak to CA.
f) Cemetery
RS still unsure on the position with the cemetery.  DDDC own, burial income of less than £3000 should be topped up by DDDC.  Need another gardener, ideally someone in the village, Nick Hutty?? Notice on notice board/facebook tidy the garden area up to £400 per annum, let us have hourly rate.
g) Grit Bins
Contractors will be replenish bins free of charge on hillside.
Mobile phone mast, little mast on church tower, and have been inspected church tower and may be able to put inside church tower.
	





	2/17/12
	Dates for Next Meetings
The next meeting was arranged for Tuesday 7 March 2017 at 7 pm in Brassington Village Hall.
	





Signed ……………………………………… 7 March 2017
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